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Project Name: Family Room Upgrade
Residential Interior Element under $30,000
Completion Date: April 29, 2022
Location: DeForest, WI

These clients came to us looking for design solutions. They needed serious improvement for a laundry room and minuscule entry from the garage. The back entry 
dedicated a quarter of its space to a hallway, but the hallway was not large enough to allow a mudroom. It was just wasted space.
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The laundry room was dilapidated and had only a small closet with a bifold door that made it even more obstructed.

BEFORE: VIEW OF CLOSETBEFORE: VIEW OF LAUNDRY



AFTER

The solution was to open the laundry room to the 
hallway, and make it something beautiful so that even 
when you walk by the laundry room to reach the 
powder room, it is more of statement piece, rather than 
a cluttered mess.

BEFORE: CLUTTERED LAUNDRY



A pocket door (not shown), bifold door, and 
two walls of the closet were removed. Now, 
in place of the closet sits a customized bench 
with shoe cubbies, coat hanging space, and 
cabinet doors to store away gloves, hats and 
other seasonal items. 

AFTER: VIEW OF NEW BENCH 
BEFORE: BIFOLD CLOSET



The laundry room is now bright and cheerful, with plenty of 
cabinetry, drawers, pullouts and doors.

AFTER: DRAWERS FOR STORAGE

AFTER: CLOTHES HANGING WITH STORAGE ABOVE

AFTER: HOOKS FOR ADDITIONAL 
HANGING SPACE



There is a designated cabinet to store the vacuum cleaner and other 
cleaning supplies that were formerly housed in what should have been the 
coat closet. Also important to the clients was a fold-out drying rack (shown 
on next page) so that clothes can be left to hang dry. 

CONCEPT DRAWINGS

AFTER

VACUUM
CABINET

W

12"D BOOKCASE
WITH WOOD SIDES,
DRYWALL BACK
AND ADJ. SHELVES

8"D WOOD MANTEL

WOOD TOP

TILE SURROUND

NEW FIREPLACE

ART WALL

18" DEEP BASE
CABINET W/PULL
OUT TRAYS

DECORATIVE TRIM

3
' -

 5
"

V
E

R
IF

Y
 W

/F
IR

E
P

L
A

C
E

 S
E

L
E

C
T

IO
N

4
' -

 1
0
 1

/2
"

Adjustable Shelf

EXISTING
WASHER

EXISTING
DRYER

18"D UPPER CABINETS

CLOTHES ROD
14" FROM BACK WALL

18"D CABINET
W/ADJ. SHELF

18"D CABINET
W/ADJ. SHELF
& PULL-OUT TRAY

FLIP-UP COUNTERTOP
VERIFY HEIGHT WITH
EXISTING MACHINES

EXISTING HOOK-UPS
AND OUTLET TO BE MOVED

14"D CABINET
W/ADJ. SHELF

14"D CABINET
- DOOR MOUNTED
IRONING BOARD
HOLDER
- ELECTRICAL OUTLET
FOR VACUUM (VERIFY
LOCATION IN CABINET
W/OWNER)

V
E

R
IF

Y
 A

P
P

L
IA

N
C

E
 H

E
IG

H
T

3
' -

 6
"

3
' -

 3
 1

/2
"

2
' -

 1
0
 1

/2
"

2
' -

 7
"

2
' -

 6
 1

/2
"

1
' -

 0
"

TOE KICK

5
' -

 5
 1

/2
"

14"D CABINET
W/ADJ. SHELVES

TOE KICK

14"D CABINET
W/ADJ. SHELF

(2) FOLD-AWAY
CLOTHES HANGERS
MOUNTED TO SIDE
OF CABINET
(VERIFY HEIGHTS
W/OWNER)

(2) FOLD-OUT
DRYING RACKS
(VERIFY HEIGHTS
W/OWNER)

FINISHED END

EXISTING BASE REUSED

OPEN
TO

BEYOND

OPEN BELOW

F
IE

L
D

 V
E

R
IF

Y

2
' -

 0
"

4
' -

 6
"

1
' -

 6
"

15"D CABINET

15"D LOCKERS

12"D DIVIDER

WOOD SEAT

WOOD APRON

1' - 1"

CLOTHES
ROD

FINISHED END

LOWER CABINET W/
ADJ. SHELVES

UPPER CABINET W/
ADJ. SHELVES
AND UTENSIL HOOKS

OPEN TO
HEARTH
ROOM

DECORATIVE TRIM

FLUSH FINISHED
END

F
IE

L
D

 V
E

R
IF

Y
 W

/H
E

A
R

T
H

 R
O

O
M

 W
IN

D
O

W

3
' -

 1
1
 1

/2
"

2
' -

 1
0
 1

/2
"

E
X

IS
T

IN
G

 W
IN

D
O

W
S

4
' -

 0
"

1
' -

 1
0
"

P
R

O
P

O
S

E
D

 W
IN

D
O

W
S

5
' -

 6
"

GRILL
CABINET
ELEVATION

F
IE

L
D

 V
E

R
IF

Y
 W

/W
IN

D
O

W

2
' -

 5
 1

/2
"

2
' -

 6
"

2
' -

 4
 1

/2
"

ALIGN

UPPER CABINET
W/ADJ. SHELVES

FLUSH FINISHED
END

OPEN BOOK
STORAGE W/ONE
3/4" FIXED SHELF &
DRYWALL BACK

4 EQUAL CUBBIES
W/DRYWALL BACK
(BASKETS BY OWNER)

NEW BASEBOARD
SIMILAR TO EXISTING

DECORATIVE TRIM

169 SF

Hearth Room
Existing Carpet

88 SF

Laundry
Existing Tile

20 SF

Exist. Powder
Exist to remain

LOCKERS

COUNTERTOP ON CLEATS

BENCH

2
' -

 6
"

0
' -

 6
"

1' - 2"

VERIFY EXISTING
SWITCH LOCATION

1' - 9" 2' - 6" 2' - 6" 2' - 6"

COUNTERTOP DIM. (VERIFY)

5' - 0"

NOTE:
ALL DIMENSION AND EXISTING CONDITIONS
TO BE FIELD VERIFIED BY RESPECTIVE
CONTRACTOR BEFORE ANY PRODUCT
ORDERING OR PRODUCTION.

1' - 9"

1' - 1 1/2" 1' - 3"

0' - 2 1/2"

1
' -

 8
"

1
' -

 8
"DRYING

RACKS

- NEW WOOD NOSING
SIMILAR TO EXISTING
- PATCH TILE FLOOR W/
OWNER PROVIDED TILE

CAREFULLY REMOVE
EXISTING CUT TILES
AND PATCH WITH FULL
TILES PROVIDED BY 
OWNER

NEW TILE HEARTH
(MATCH EXIST. DEPTH)

NEW CABINETS
AND SHELVES

NEW CABINET
AND SHELVES

FINISHED SIDE

FINISHED FRONT

V
E

R
IF

Y

2
' -

 1
"

REMOVE EXISTING
TILE AND DISPOSE OF

REMOVE ENTIRE HALF
WALL AND TRIM AND
DISPOSE OF

NOTE:
ROLL CARPET BACK ON
ON BOTH ENDS OF THE
ROOM TOWARDS THE CENTER.
COVER AND SAVE FOR REUSE.

REMOVE WALL, POCKET
DOOR AND TRIM AND
DISPOSE OF

REMOVE WALL, BI-FOLD
DOOR AND TRIM AND
DISPOSE OF

REMOVE WIRE SHELF
AND BRACKETS AND
DISPOSE OF

REMOVE SHELVES
AND BRACKETS AND
DISPOSE OF

REMOVE COUNTERTOP
AND SUPPORTS AND
DISPOSE OF

REMOVE SHELVES
AND BRACKETS AND
DISPOSE OF

REMOVE CLOSET SHELVES
AND DISPOSE OF

LAUNDRY

FAMILY
ROOM

HALL

KITCHEN/
DINETTE

POWDER

REMOVE EXISTING WALL
TILE AND DISPOSE OF

REMOVE EXISTING FIREPLACE
AND PREPARE OPENING FOR
NEW GAS UNIT

REMOVE EXISTING WALL
SCONCE AT EITHER SIDE
AND DISPOSE OF

REMOVE EXISTING CEILING
FAN AND DISPOSE OF

REMOVE EXISTING LIGHT
FIXTURE AND DISPOSE OF

S
c
a

le
:

N
o
te

: 
 

G
e
n
e
ra

l 
C

o
n
tr

a
c
to

r 
is

 r
e
s
p
o
n
s
ib

le
 f
o
r 

a
ll 

fi
n
a
l 
s
p
e
c
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
s
. 
 A

ll 
d
im

e
n
s
io

n
s
 m

u
s
t 

h
a
v
e
 f
in

a
l 
a
p
p
ro

v
a
l 
b
y
 h

o
m

e
o
w

n
e
r 

a
n
d
 v

e
ri

fi
c
a
ti
o
n
 b

y
 G

e
n
e
ra

l 
C

o
n
tr

a
c
to

r.
  

G
e
n
e
ra

l 
C

o
n
tr

a
c
to

r 
is

 r
e
s
p
o
n
s
ib

le
 f
o
r 

fi
n
a
l 
s
tr

u
c
tu

ra
l 
s
p
e
c
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
s
, 
in

c
lu

d
in

g
 b

u
t 

n
o
t 
lim

it
e
d
 t
o
 h

e
a
d
e
rs

, 
jo

is
ts

, 
b
e
a
m

s
, 
p
o
s
ts

, 
p
o
s
t-

fo
o
ti
n
g
, 
a
n
d
 b

e
a
m

-p
o

c
k
e
t 

lo
c
a
ti
o
n
.

D
e
g
n
a
n
 D

e
s
ig

n
 B

u
ild

e
rs

, 
In

c
. 
(C

) 
2
0
1
3
. 
 T

h
e
s
e
 d

e
s
ig

n
s
 a

n
d
 d

ra
w

in
g
s
 a

re
 p

ro
te

c
te

d
 

b
y
 t
h
e
 f
e
d
e
ra

l 
c
o
p
y
ri

g
h
t 
la

w
s
 a

n
d
 m

a
y
 n

o
t 
b
e
 c

o
p
ie

d
, 
re

p
ro

d
u
c
e
d
, 
m

o
d
if
ie

d
, 

d
is

tr
ib

u
te

d
, 
o
r 

u
s
e
d
 i
n
 a

n
y
 o

th
e
r 

w
a
y
 w

it
h
o
u
t 
th

e
 e

x
p
re

s
s
 w

ri
tt
e
n
 c

o
n
s
e
n
t 
o
f 
D

e
g
n
a
n
 

D
e
s
ig

n
 B

u
ild

e
rs

, 
In

c
.,
 t
h
e
 c

o
p
y
ri

g
h
t 
o
w

n
e
r.

D
a

te
 P

ri
n

te
d

1
2
8

 C
o

m
m

e
rc

e
 S

t 
 D

e
F

o
re

s
t,

 W
I 

 5
3

5
3

2
P

: 
 6

0
8
-8

4
6

-5
9

6
3
  

  
  

F
: 

 8
8

8
-2

4
2
-1

0
2

9
w

w
w

.D
e

g
n

a
n

D
e

s
ig

n
B

u
il

d
e
rs

.c
o

m

A
s
 i
n

d
ic

a
te

d

5
/2

7
/2

0
2

1
 9

:0
7
:0

9
 A

M
A

1
F

lo
o

r 
P

la
n

E
ri

c
 R

is
ta

u
 -

H
e

is
le

y
 L

e
w

is
o

n

5
0

1
 M

o
h

a
w

k
 T

ra
il 

  
  

D
e
F

o
re

s
t,
 W

I 
5

3
5

3
2

P
e

rm
it
 S

e
t 

D
ra

w
in

g
s

1/2" = 1'-0"
3

Fireplace Elevation

1/2" = 1'-0"
4

Washer/Dryer

1/2" = 1'-0"
5

Drying

1/2" = 1'-0"
6

Lockers

1/2" = 1'-0"
10

Grill Cabinet

1/2" = 1'-0"
9

Hearth Room Windows

1/4" = 1'-0"
2

1.0 First Floor

1/4" = 1'-0"
1

1.0 First Floor Demolition



AFTER Cabinets of varying depths have been used in order to accommodate the 
large  front window, newly replaced. Every bit of storage, every bit of space,  
and all of the daily functions have been carefully evaluated and laid out in 
order to make this laundry room and entryway perfect.



AFTER AFTER



CRITERIA RESPONSES

To what degree were the expressed needs of the client met?
We met all of the following needs in our project. The needs included:
- a known limitation was the washer and dryer needed to be side by side, not stacked.
- a known concern is that all of the storage out in the open currently gets dusty and linty.
- the laundry room needed to be brighter.
- allow for hanging space to air-dry laundry.
- create storage for mops, vacuum cleaner and ironing board.
- additionally, try to free up the current closet in order to create coat storage. Consider if there is any way to 
make the area work more like a mudroom/laundry room combination.

To what degree does the project enhance the existing structures functionally?
The laundry room and mudroom remodeling was totally focused on function! The cabinetry needs were all 
specifically designed to provide the type of storage the clients wanted. We talked with them about exactly 
what they expected to store in every drawer and behind every door, and sized things accordingly. We provided 
the space to hang laundry, and ensured that there was space for all their needs. In this case, the solution to 
better storage was removal of the closet. We eliminated a dysfunctional closet that was full of wasted space 
(wall thickness, door size, etc.) and created the perfect bespoke bench, shoe cubby, and coat hanging space 
that opens the room for better functionality. Awareness of our design capabilities and the efficiency of our 
cabinetmakers made a mudroom work, with storage innovations instead of a standard closet. Finally, the 
window was preserved to provide light to the entire back entry of the home.

To what degree does the project enhance the structure aesthetically?
Aesthetics of the entire laundry room have been improved dramatically thanks to the new design. The painted 
cabinetry will be durable for years to come, which is a key part of the aesthetics. The color is perfectly integrated 
with the existing tile floor, and the comfortable Earl Gray color helps everything feel cool and bright. Everything 
has its place behind closed doors.

Is there evidence of superior craftsmanship?
With such a tight laundry room and so much to be done there, every fraction of an inch counts. Careful 
measurement, planning, design, fabrication and installation of the cabinetry was necessary to take advantage 

of all the space, particularly fitting carefully to the window in the narrow room.



CRITERIA RESPONSES

Were innovative uses of material and/or methods of construction used in the project?
Creating the cabinetry layout to provide the perfect storage for our clients is a key innovation in this project.

Did the contractor overcome difficult obstacles?
The client had extra floor tile that we were able to use to patch the areas that were now exposed due to the 
closet being removed. Through careful demo work, and careful patching and matching of the grout, we were 
able to achieve seamless results.
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